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Japan's New Message to America: Alliance and self-support;
Mountain of global-scale challenges to exchanges of talented people:
Elites to be nurtured on grass-roots level

"New York is my hometown. Inuyama is my adopted home," said Bianchi Anthony in
fluent Japanese, smiling in a friendly manner. The fifty-year old Anthony is a former
vice chair of the Inuyama City Assembly in Aichi Prefecture. Inuyama is an old castle
town with a population of 75,000.

When he was an English teacher at a municipal middle school in the city, he wrote a
supplementary textbook so that Japanese and foreign teachers could cooperate more in
helping students improve their English conversation ability. However, the school's
administration was reluctant to adopt it, saying there was no precedent.

Bianchi, who once worked at New York City Hall, ran for a seat on the Inuyama city
assembly in 2003. He was elected easily. He was able to have his supplementary
textbook adopted in 2005. Middle schools in Inuyama achieved results 10 points
higher than the national average in achievement tests conducted by a private
organization in 2007.

Bianchi came to Inuyama on the JET (Japan Exchange and Teaching) program. Under
that program, the government invites young foreigners who had graduated from
universities in English-speaking countries to Japan for a year to work as assistant
English teachers at local middle and high schools. The aim is to improve English
education in Japan and bring and international perspective to local communities. The


http://cepex.org/

program started in 1987. About 50,000 people from 54 countries have taken part in the
program. More than half have been Americans.

When the program was started, trade disputes between Japan and the U.S. were at their
peak. Executive Director Nobuo Ishihara of the Research Institute for Local
Government, who proposed this plan when he was the chief of the Secretariat of the
Internal Affairs Ministry, revealed that it was also intended to reduce Japan's foreign
currency reserve.

The main agenda of Japan-U.S. relations during the Cold War were such bilateral
issues as security arrangements and trade disputes. Participants in personnel exchanges
at that time were mainly politicians and bureaucrats. The GARIOA (Government
Appropriation for Relief in Occupied Areas) Fund and the Fulbright Program produced
(eminent persons,) such as former Ambassador to the U.S. Yoshio Okawara and
former Vice Finance Minister for International Financial Affairs Yukio Gyoten. Late
former Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi and former U.S. Ambassador to Japan Foley
became regular participants in parliamentarian exchanges, which the Japan Center for
International Exchange (JCIE) has been hosting since 1968.

Change came after the Cold War -- a time when the Japanese economy entered a stable
growth phase and when China began to rise. The research report issued by the JCIE
includes the following data. The number of U.S. Congress-related persons (legislators
and staff members) who visited Japan on programs hosted by the private sector has
been declining since the mid-1990s. For staffers, the flow of visits has dropped 80%
over the past five years. Only nine U.S. members of Congress visited Japan in 2006.
This number is less than half of those who visited China. Among think-tanks based in
Washington, the number of Japan experts is now less than one-third the number of
China experts.

Concern is mounting that exchanges among elites are declining. Global-scale
challenges, such as environmental measures, have appeared in the 21st century. Broad-
based private-sector cooperation that goes beyond the bilateral and government-to-
government framework is being sought.

Director Sadaaki Numata of the Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership
(CGP) said: "Japan-U.S. relations will not deepen only through intellectual exchanges
between elites of the two countries. Exchanges on the grass-roots and civic society
levels are also important.”



More than 20,000 Americans have come to Japan with the JET program. Some of them
are now contributing to Japan's internationalization or engaging in diplomacy between
the two countries. Marc Dillard (39) at the American Embassy in Tokyo wanted to
become a diplomat when he realized Japanese and American people shared the same
values. He thought he could work as a bridge between the two countries. Among
diplomats at the American Embassy, about 20 of them have taken part in the JET
program. Three of them are now serving as section heads.

Moves to use former JET participants are now under way. Yukio Tada, chairman of
the CEPEX, who has lived in the U.S. for 15 years, is helping them find jobs at
Japanese companies, setting up a non-governmental organization. The United States-
Japan Conference on Cultural and Educational Interchange will also look into a way to
use former JET participants for bilateral cooperation in the private sector.

The late U.S. Ambassador to Japan Mike Mansfield, who served in the post from 1977
to 1989, once called relations between Japan and the U.S. the most important bilateral
relationship in the world, bar none. Persons who will take a major role in the new
bilateral alliance in the age of globalism will be nurtured on the grass-roots level, as
well.
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